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"UE Editor of this Been in com- 
pliance with the requeſt of the deceaſ- 
en endeavoured to. warn ſinners 
from him, by telling the A mal tale therein 
contained, both at his crowded grave, 
and in a ſuneral diſcourſe from Jer. ii. 19,* 
did not for ſome time afterwards think of 
making, the affair wore public, but having 
ſent the following narrative, in manuſcript, 
"almoſt verbatim, to a Chriflati friend, on the 
day of its annexed date, the contents thereby 
ſpread; and many applications were made for 
manuſeript copies, to avoid the trouble of 


Vriting which, as well as to comply with the 


advice of many religiqus friends, and further 
to try, by che Lord's belp. to xeach ſome diſ- 

tant ſinner's heart, it is now Wah tot the 
world from the do. a e 


5 wickedneſs Mall correft thee,” a Nd, 
eee Jhall mr b. now en and 
fee that it is an evil thing and bitter that thou haſe 
forſaken the, Lord thy Cod, and that my fer i is not 
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XxyurN, on the 20th of March this un- 


bhappy man came to my houſe, his 


body trembled exceedingly, he wiſhed to 
have ſome oonverfaion:wich me, and in the 
courſe of that converſation, ſaid he believed 
there never had been any creature ſo miſera- 
ble as himſelf ſince the creation, nor any one 


perſon ſo like him as Francis Spira. He ſaid 


he could neither labour, nor eat, nor ſleep, 
which aſſertions. were abundantly proved by 
the teſtimony of many + perſons around him. 
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He told me that he was almoſt conſtantly 
rempted to deſtroy bimſelf, aud. alſo. that 
whenever of late any perſons came under his 
- hands to be ſhaved, he ſeir himſelf ſtrongly 
urged to cut their throats; and his widow 
told me, ſhe believed from vari6us circum- 
ſtances, and perticularly ſrom his having a 
razor with him in their bed-r room one night, 
that he had ſome fatal deſign againſt either 
her liſe, or that of their only child, a daugh- 
ter about twelve years old, He further told | 
me at my houſe, that he felt ſuch an hatred 
againſt God in his mind, that he could not 
har his word preached, neither could N en- 
deavour to pray to him; and when: a; perſon 
attempted afterwards to pray with him, he de- 
fired him to deſiſt, for that he wiſhed no one 
to pray for him, as he knew his everlaſting 


miſery to be certain; and be told me that he 


was under a full aſſurance of God's preſent and 

everlaſling wrath, adding cheſe words: Jam 
no im hell,” that is“ hell is in me. And ſur- 

ther added, . L am not come to you expecting 
. i any 
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any relief to myſelf, but that you may warn 


others from me. An the evening of this ſame 
day, as I have been credibly informed, he en- 
deavoured to trick? as at other times, but was 
ſeen to be incapable of it.— The next day, viz, 
Wedneſdaythe 21ſt he took an emetic, and re- 


preſented himſelf as getting better, but on the 


following day, eſpecially in the evening, his 


noiſes aud violent poſtures greatly diſtubed 


and alarmed. his neighbours, one of whom 
told me, that upon being called in to ſee the 
miſerable man, he found him beating his 
head as he lay along on. the chamber floor, 
and that the noiſe which he then made, and 
continued to make: almoſt all that night, was 
horrid: beyond deſcription ; ſome perſons 
compared it to that made by a ſwine when 


killing, others compared it to the bellowing 


of an ox, and ſo loud that ſome perſons are 


ſaid to have heard it full. half a mile. His 
' widow, told me, that he kept all night ſitting 


up in his bed, making this noiſe almoſt all 


the time, and throwing about his arms with 
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great violence, ſtriking her ſeveral times as 


ſhe lay down” in the bed, though as fe 
thought without any deſign to injure her; 

uttering at intervals fuch horrid expreſſions as 
ſtrongly implied his being overcome with ab- 

ſolute deſpair. And between five and fix 
o'clock Friday morning the 23d; his wife 
finding him get haſtily out of bed, and mak - 
ing towards the window, fearing his deſign 
was bad, ſhe haſtened after him, and claſping 
her arms around his legs, aſked him what he 
was about to do; but he foon diſengaged 
himſelf from her hands, and in an inſtant 
threw himſelf, at one leap, out of the caſe. 


ment; and firſt falling on a ſhed, and aſter- 


wards on the cauſeway in the ſtreet, he broke 


one of his legs, and otherwife much bruiſed 


himſelf; and though the affiſtance of ſeveral 
ſurgeons was foon obtained; yet he died early 
Lord's-day morning the 25th. However his 
death was ſuppoſed to be not fo much the 
effect of his fall, * of Wr extreme e * 
oa area | 


(i) 
The next day I viſited the widow, ſhe was 
in general a woman of a forrowful ſpirit, but 


| her- di*eſs on this-occaſion, became too 


great for her long to bear, inſomuch that ſhe 
languiſned for a few weeks, and then ſunk 
_ nen n et ant at f 


This unhappy man had been a proſeſſor of 
religion ſor ſeveral years in London; but 
after fetting up his buſineſs as hair- dre ſſer, 
Kc. in that neighbourhood, and working at 
his trade on Lord's. days, he ſoon omitted all 
the duties of divine worſhip, and falling into 
the company of wicked men, he committed 
(as he expreſſed it to me) every ſin within his 
reach; and as I have been informed, became 
at laſt a member of a certain infamous ſo- 
ciety, who at their ſtated meetings propoſed 
ſome exerciſe of wickedneſs, either of diſ- 
courſe or practice, and then made that per- 
ſon their chairman who excelled in that exer- 


ciſe, and afterwards crowned him with a gar- 


land _ for that/purpoſe. And this above - 


mentioned | 
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mentioned unhappy man too often-at theſe 


meetings ſerved Satan above his fellows, and 
was accordingly often chaired and crowned. 

' Profeſſors of region may learn from theſe 
things, that maintaining even fora long time a 
fair character among fellow profeſſors, is no 
certain proof of grace, nor ſecurity againſt 
temptations. And that omitting public wor- 
fhip, and turning the ſabbath into a day for 


worldly buſineſs, or carnal pleaſure, lead to 


open apoſtacy and deſpair. 


We may alſo learn hence the ſad miſ- 
take of ſinners, who promiſe'themſelves in 


| their ſinful practices, either buman applauſe, 
or worldly gain, or carnal pleaſure, whereas 


in the end they experience nothing but- 
fhame, and loſs, and torment. —Deſtrution. 
and miſery are in their ways. Rom. iii. 16. 

Again we may learn hence, how conſlant-, 
ly dependant every ſinful perſon is upon the 
fol Lord 
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Lord, for, exemption: 4 tarment even in 
this, world, ſeeing: that were the Lord but 


to bid conſeienee zceuſe and condemn us, we 


inſt ant ſhould become like this man, a ter- 


rar to quiſelves, and to all arquad us. There 


is uo need of ſire and brimſtone to make our 
feelings exquiſitely painſul, God can eafily 
ll us wich ſuch a ſenſe of his wrath; as that | 
we ſhould like this perſon, (though: in vain, 
fling ourſelves from the _ nn 
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Me may learn farther from this, howcrueb 
and deceitſul a maſter the Devil is to his fer- 
vants. He promiſes them every thing they 
can wiſh for, if they will but believe and obey 
him; and yet after many years diligent obe- 
dience and earneſt expectation, he perſuades! | 


them to deſpair, leads them to ſuicide, and 


perhaps upbraids them in hell with their cre- 
dulity. O'! that finners may no- Wa e be- 


eve this father of ww 
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W | | We may alſo ſee ſrom hence the utter ina- 
11 
2 I | s, eſpecially in the 
2 ; views of à judgment-day,” and à world to 
1 come; Sinners while they attend their mer- 
x | | ; ry meetings, and put the evil day afar off, 
| may ſeem to cheer one another's ſpirits, and 
| ſtrengthen one anothers hands; but as ſoon 
: as ſober reflection leads them backward to the 
: evils that attend ſuch a courſe, / and either 
5 ſome dangerous illneſs, or ſcripture threatening 
| 3 | leads them forward to a day of reckoning 
4 with-God, how ineffectual is their belp, and | 
how offenſive is their company to each other ! 1 


And finally we may learn from hence, 
what conſtitutes hell itſelf, viz. the moſt 


tormenting reflections on our own wicked 
conduct, and a violent though ſruitleſs endea- 
vour to eſcape from preſent horrible feelings, 
thinking that no poſſible change can be for 
the worſe, Alſo a ſtrong inclination to do 
our fellow creatures all the miſchief in one's 
| power, 


„ 
power. And further, a raging enmity 3 
hatred againſt God, a tormenting ſenſation © 
ol his wrath faſtening on the mind, and a full 


aſſurance of- lying under this tormenting 
wrath for ever. May the Lord preſerve us 


from this unhappy man's conduAa, de * 
and end 12 | | 
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FroME, June 23, 1781. Fo 
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THE END. 
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